224 THE COMPANY ADVENTURERS TO THE NEW FOUND LANDS
ignored the information they might have obtained from the charts of navigators.
This survey of the cartographic record has been included in the account of the Bristol expeditions because it seems necessary to a complete treatment of the subject. But, valuable as the maps are for the history of the Corte Real voyages, it must be admitted that they add little to our knowledge of the English. That is because, with the doubtful exception of Ruysch and the almost valueless exception of Thorne, it is only Portuguese map-material that has survived. If we had the Bristol charts the story would be fuller. But they have perished in the general destruction of records which renders the last years of Henry VII the most poorly documented period of the sixteenth century.